
HOW TO WRITE A STUDENT
POSITION STATEMENT

And why they are worth the e�ort.

What is a position statement?

A position statement describes the broad opinion of a group of people.

Students can utilise position statements to let people, organisations and governments know their
group position when they do not have direct connection with their leaders. They are impactful as
they represent a larger student body.

How should I structure the statement?

The structure of your position statement does not have to follow a certain formula. But, it
should be clear and broken up to make it easier to follow.

Below is an example structure you could use.

0. Executive summary
The readers of your statement are probably very busy people. If your statement is very long, it could
be good to start with an executive summary of all the points in the statement.

1.  Clear position statement
A 1-2 line statement that summarises the position of the people represented.

2. Background information
This should include the discussion of:

● The reasons why you are creating the position statement (may include other research done)
● The method which you undertook to create this statement (including how you made it

representative)

3. Explantation of your position
Explanation of the specific actions and goals the represented body wants achieved.

4. Action items
Outline the key actions you want your readers to do. (i.e. how they can action your statement, share
your statement, accountability measures)
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Other top tips to make your statement e�ective
These are top tips from Sustainable Universities Network (SUN) and Sustainable Development

Solutions Network (SDSN) AusNZPac Youth members who have created position statements before.

Clear sections
Structure your statement well. This makes it

easy to follow and read. Avoid large paragraphs
and logically break up your statement with

headings.

Emphasis boxes
Many of your readers are very busy and would
appreciate it if you summarise your key points.

A great way to do this is through emphasis
boxes (similar to the green boxes on the

previous page) that include the key takeaways.

Get signatories
Readers are often concerned with whether or
not your statement is representative of the

people you are speaking on behalf of.
Signatories are an easy way for you to ensure

this.

Keep it simple
Related to having a clear purpose (see below),
only add information you think will add to your

purpose. Don’t over do it!

Limit your statement to as little words/pages as
possible.

Aesthetics matter
A professional looking statement will get the
best sort of attention. Keep your statement

organised and clear.

It is also more engaging if you have colours and
graphics (but not too many!).

Have a clear purpose
Make sure that you know exactly what you want

from your readers. Have a clear idea of what
you want your statement to change.

Emphasise your purpose in the statement so
readers understand what they are expected to

do.

Think of any criticisms your
statement might face

Your statement will be under scrutiny when it is
published. Think of any of these critiques in

advance and address them in your statement to
show you have put thought into your

statement.

Use good evidence to support your
statement

In your background information, use reputable
sources to back-up your claims and give

legitimacy to your statement.

Have many people share the
statement

Share your statement with many students so
they too can also share it to the intended

audience.

Many email addresses might be sent spam so
sending it multiple times may mitigate this.

Do a large scale launch
Send your statement to news outlets, share it
on social media, do a large scale email blast or
even host a launch event! Get your statement

out to as many people as possible!

Brought to you by: Sustainable Universities Network (SUN) and Sustainable Development Solutions Network Youth AusNZPac

https://www.sustainableuninetwork.org/
https://ap-unsdsn.org/sdsn-youth/
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Examples of student position statements
Position statements are a key tool that many organisations and student bodies have used. Have a

look at some previous statements and read about their context.

The Climate Crisis and Universities | SDSN Youth
AusNZPac
SDSN Youth AusNZPac is a part of a global United
Nations network localising the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Key statement: Student sustainability leaders from
Australia and New Zealand want their universities to
achieve specific climate action goals and provide
support to student-led climate action groups.

(More examples to come in future versions!)
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